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Table 2- Descriptive statistics of demographic and professional characteristics of research population
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Table 3- Descriptive statistics of elite and normal saffron farmers’ behavior in determining information
searching components
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ool slacy Normal
T I
State institution supports Elite 3.17 0.47 180.6
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Table 4- Kolmogorov-Smirnov variables test

W ko Z o, S oo mhaw Aol

Variables Z Statistics  Level of sig. Result

bl sladlsie 2.019 0.001 Jlesint
Information seeking components Non-normal

SUEND! (sl s 53 (G3le g diged LBl U8 dmylie (511 (g plo s U ygejl -0 U
Table 5- Mann-Whitney U test for comparing elite and normal saffron farmers’ behavior in determining information
searching components

SUEML! sdlgio w9 ol g U oyl Zo, o SP3x
Information searching components Mann-Whitney U  Z Statistics Le;/izl of
et d
0S4 10695.5 -1.288 0.198
Saffron corm
,L°f°’§ ? Lm‘j‘;‘:‘f‘_ 11032.5 -0.896 0.37
Pesticides and fertilizers
5ylis” o 113435
SinliS g3l -0.567 0.57
Agriculture machinery
Ml bye AT 10497 152 0.128
Market-related information
culS B Lol
Cultivatable lands 10485.5 -1.541 0.123
o )5 10967.
e SN 0967.5 0979 0.328
Farm
2 ; Co 11208
Rl glacole -0.693 0.488

State institution supports
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Table 6- Descriptive statistics of information searching sources of elite and normal saffron farmers

oy sbasl
Jole Descriptive statistics
Factor olbe leo dladl ad,y (Sl
Mean SD Mean rank
Jorpn LS ohs; 2.651 0.567 176.08
Neighboring 2671 0502 175.68
saffron farmers
(5 oo 355 ) 03lag S5y, 2.252 0.564 148.14
Input sellers (fertilizer, pesticides,...) 2.286 0.551 19.152
e Yo 1503 0.845 132.47
Local authorities 1.712 0.892 141.70
E3siS ol s 2.413 0.684 162.26
Agriculture experts 2.535 0.629 177.32
wigas 5,5l 2.080 0.718 89.22
Elite farmers 2.098 0.735 90.43
g0 £)l30 31 1350 2.123 0.719 90.13
Visit of elite farms 2.205 0.734 95.80
sy Sl 2.126 0.663 99.36
Extension publications 2.195 0.676 104.94
2.554 0.594 122.20
Instruction along with input(fertilizer, pesticide etc.)(... g pw «55) o3l L ol o (sla Joallygzd  2.531 0.581 118.73
Educational. promotion classes 2.017 0.946 140.20
Tor° uL.uL..u)lS )l ooléwl 2276 0600 14196
Employing extension experts 2.393 0.585 156.36
2.200 0.598 166.28
Sl Qb8 4 axlye 2301 0617 181.19
Visiting of center experts
TSI 1.485 0.696 79.91
Brochures 1.667 0.777 90.24
iy slaasl 1.760 0.840 124.79
Radio programs 1.877 0.847 134.59
sl el 1.655 0.752 162.72
TV programs 1.743 0.777 172.86
6] 1.606 0.684 86.12
Internet 1.750 0.803 93.63
B oyl 2.673 0.610 169.14
Previous experience 2.662 0.631 168.49
odes 5 2.019 0.515 134
Whole buyers 2.018 0.561 133.98
llas 3131 L ol 2.608 0.642 161.65
Contact with informants 2.647 0.567 163.30
ks, o 1.776 0.644 67.35
Other media 1.879 0.740 93.47
olgls (glacl 2.606 0.656 176.54
2.649 0.507 180.95

Family members
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Table 7- Mann-Whitney U test for comparing information-searching sources of elite and normal saffron farmers

Jole g ol g U o,k Z o,bof &3 sxe o
Factor Mann-Whitney U Z Statistics Level of sig.
| ren Bl 101235 -0.038 0.970
Neighboring saffron farmers
(... 9w s)}{) D)LQJ UKM5)9 7170 -0389 0697
Input sellers (fertilizer, pesticides,...)

e Y 57405 -0.942 0-346

Local authorities
Singlis plulidls 8355.5 -1.321 0.186

Agricultural experts ' '

$ge3 oliglis 27707 0142 0.887

Elite farmers

Sged &3 S5t 2847 0672 0.502
Visit of elite farms

e 3077.5 -0.611 0541
Extension publications
(e g o 255) 03l b ol o glon Juoall g 10398.5 -0.402 0.981
Instruction along with input(fertilizer, pesticide etc.)
07 el sl 6367.5 -0.023 0.981
Educational. promotion classes
Toro uLM,L;,)lf )‘ odlasiwl 6261 _1355 0175
Employing extension experts
Sl Qlis)l8 & alpe 6 1301 0.186
Visiting of center experts
1359 1873 -1.292 019
Brochures
oy slaasly 51535 -0.963 0.336
Radio programs
sl slaash 8853 -0.884 0377
TV programs
i 2076 -0.893 0401
Internet
bt 4593 -0.360 0.719
Previous experience
ohes Gl 9406.5 -0.066 0.947
Whole buyers
l '] .
gl 2Lk eles 5829 10,003 0.998
Contact with informants
- ’*‘L"_ 21955 -0.689 0.491
Other media
odlgls slac] 0.873

: 8581.5 -0.160
Family members
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Table 8- Descriptive statistics for leading criteria of elite and normal saffron farmers’ information searching behavior

gl gbasl
Jole RULRELS Descriptive statistics
Factor Saffron farmers Nbe o dlpodl  ag, (wbe
Mean SD Mean rank
ot | 4 0.5 190.45
e )by 4 eleMb! Information in local language No.rm.a
Lo 3.98 0.55 178.97
Elite
. ke 3.58 0.51 185.12
o9 M3l gy cleMb a1 Normal
Presenting information by local people dgol 378 0.63 186.88
Elite ' ' '
N@L‘ | 37 0.58 190.2
oy0}9y sl )L d9s Loy e Relevant daily works o.rm.a
S 36 0.68 179.9
Elite
. o wle 3.58 0.93 190.21
015098 plo (ggw jl 3390 (605 By Normal
Successful utilizing of other farmers dgel 36 0.81 189.87
Elite ' ' '
341
ke 0.79 190.28
ol yloj 53 leMbl 4y g yiand Normal
Access to information in proper time Lgas 3.65 0.75 179.85
Elite ' ' '
G55 culls ke 3.41 0.94 190.24
Normal
SleMb| Sess
Information utilization capacity EI?:; 3.52 0.76 179.74
. ke 3.29 0.85 189.64
Shicelo o8l 4t Normal
Confirmed by specialists digel 361 0.72 181.96
Elite ' ' '
ize  SleMbl il jl o] e 347 0.72 190.31
Presented by Normal
h liable infi i o0l
Other reliable information sources Sgei 356 0.77 179.49
Elite
ke 3.52 0.99 189.93
Normal
s 5,15 ;1 Clear and intelligible materials ol
oo 09 w05 5 2 J 5o 3.98 0.93 180.89
Elite
ke 3.41 0.94 190.94
Normal
s3eligy 5 S Wgas
New and up to date Elite 3.88 0.98 177.16
ke 3.52 1.17 191.02
09 A S Normal
Low cost 5o 3.82 1.26 176.91

Elite
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Table 9- Mann-Whitney U test for leading criteria of elite and normal saffron farmers’ information searching behavior

Jole Ry ob Ub)loi Zb)Loi &P o mhaw
Factor Mann-Whitney U  Z Statistics Level of sig.

e o) 4 led 11077.5 -1.009 0.313

Information in local language
o9 Al Lowgp A o) 11489.5 0.15 0.881

Presenting information by local people
23) S oy bsye 11152 -0.857 0.391
Relevant daily works
OlinghdS 2o iz Sl g0 8 5% 111495 -0.827 0.408
Successful utilizing of other farmers
caslie (loj > SleMbl &y (w ytud 11231 -0.699 0.484
Access to information in proper time

el s e okl 10033 -1.061 0.289

Information utilization capacity
Aicolo el 111265 -0.889 0.347

Confirmed by specialists
pine ] gl J o2l 111395 -0.835 0.404
Presented by other reliable information sources

e 39 wad BB g sl 11316.5 -0.679 0.497

Clear and intelligible materials
$eli9y 5 S5 111195 -0.893 0.372

New and up to date
03 42508 10913 -1.102 0271
Low cost
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Table 10- Descriptive statistics for elite and normal saffron farmers’ problems in the process of information searching
oy gaadl
Descriptive statistics

Jole RULRPLS] PN
Factor Saffron farmers (ke lo Sl o0l =5 ol
Mean SD KI;?E
. , ke 341 071 187.67
8 olels, 8 g0 S Normal
Insufficient number of experts FUN 3.42 0.72 18456
Elite ' ' '
ke 3.47 0.87 186.05
ipgliS 5l 4 (olid ) dog5 pae Normal
Lack of attention to the needs of the farmers Ages 352 0.63 190.34
Elite ' ‘ '
ke 2.88 122 185,55
e bl flog & gy pac Normal
. Lg0s
Lack of access to mass media Elite 21 1.25 192.32
ke 3.17 0.81 186.79
ool calic e Normal
L . . Wgel
Inappropriate information of inputs Elite 3.35 0.79 187.78
Lo ool (98 5358 ol 3.05 0.83 188.05
. . Normal
Inapplicable education o
S 2.88 0.85 183.14
Elite
&y oo slaoly 3331 canlisl ke 276 0.97 183.44
Normal
Olelid, 8 Bews
Inappropriate ways of access to experts EI?ilt:: 2.22 121 200.04
) ke 311 0.6 188.14
OWld)lS (555wl pis Normal
Unresponsive experts L 3.02 071 18261
Elite ' ' '
) ke 2.94 074 186.4
Coliols 5590] (slan NS Normal
Inappropriate education classes Lge3 318 0.91 189.2
Elite ' ' '
ke 335 071 185.89
Slosd loj (39 cawliol Normal
Inappropriate time of service Lge3 313 0.86 191.05
Elite ' ' '
ke 2.76 1.03 184.69
2959 0 0 Slorndgs Normal
Complexity of brochures 4;,» 238 011 10547
Elite
ke 2.47 117 189.19
SlSen 4 bl pae Normal
Unwillingness to cooperation %‘v 237 1.07 189.96
Elite
ot 27 1.26 184.89
e Y ghune dogi pic Normal
Lack of attention of local authorities dges 216 121 194.74

Elite
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Table 11- Mann-Whitney U test for comparing elite and normal saffron farmers’ problems in the process of information

searching
Jole w9 ole U oyl Z o)Ll &SP sro mhw
Factor Mann-Whitney U Z statistics  Significance level
i QB 9 S 11524.5 -0.253 0.8
Insufficient number of experts
OligliS o & b5 s pac 11453 -0.351 0.726
Lack of attention to the needs of farmers
o bl] iy & o pae 112945 -0.517 0.605
Lack of access to mass media
L eleelboll] . 11658 -0.079 0.937
Inappropriate information of inputs (fertilizers, pesticides.,,)
Lo bigel (295 (6,8
Inapplicable education 11411 -0.383 0.702
Inappropriate time of Services 11396 -0.406 0.685
29895 oz Clensss
Comp|exity of 11042.5 -0.824 0.41
brochures explanation
S f5en & Jlod pac 11483 -0.289 0.773
Lack of saffron farmers’ willingness to cooperate
QLS & oy (sladl; (251 coulish 10677 1,318 0.187
Inappropriate ways of access to information
Qs f 55l pae 11385 0.432 0.666
Unresponsive experts
relial pjgel sl 11544 -0.218 0.827
Inappropriate educational classes
e (V5iuus 427 pc 11100.5 -0.772 0.44

Lack of attention of local authorities to the needs of farmers

3,505 om0 9 LEWD! JUS) ol dbuly (o) p2 (30 ] (Ninsod (39031 VT Jgua
Table 12- Spearman correlation test for investigating relationship between information searching behavior and amount of

performance
Jole Saffron |5l ,ée; oy duwlﬂ Spearman (w www! o wo :' )
Factor farmers DESCI_’Ip_tIVG coefficient $IBs )
statistics Level of sig.
Syl
Sle L’:
Mean =
SD
obs 01)5-‘—}')[15) sl 348 034
bl 1546 5 Normal
Saffron farmers’ behavior in g
information seeking process Elite 3.42 0.32
-0.08 0.133
>5les L e 3.9 2.33
e )3 o) ol yae Normal
Mean performance of saffron farmers Agad 15.71 5.43

per hectare Elite
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Adebayo, S.A., and Adele, O.l. 2013.
Information-seeking  behavior of organic
vegetable farmers in southwest Nigeria. The
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Abstract

Saffron is one of export products which has a competitive advantage in Iran and saffron farmers
need proper information in order to improve the quality of their agricultural performance. Thus,
addressing and identification of their information behavior components, sources, and strategies as well
as the challenges and problems would help the authorities to make proper policies and decisions. The
present research has been conducted in order to compare elite saffron farmers’ information-searching
behavior with that of normal saffron farmers in the South Khorasan province. The study population
comprised of all the saffron farmers of South Khorasan province (N =17387). Using Morgan formula
and cluster sampling, 375 people were selected for the purpose of this study. The results showed that
saffron onion (M=3.58 of 5), pesticides and fertilizers (M=3.56) and farmland worker (3.54) were the
main components of saffron farmers’ information-searching of the two groups, respectively. The
sources of information for both groups included reference to past experience (M=2.68 of 5),
neighboring saffron farmers (M=2.67), contact with informants (2.64) and other family members
(M=2.64). The information available in local language (M=4 of 5), by native people (M=3.98), clear
and intelligible information (M=3.98) and low cost (M=3.82) were among the main criteria that affect
the behavior of the two groups in the use of information sources. Also they are confronted with
common problems such as lack of attention to the needs of farmers (M=3.57 of 5), and insufficient
number of technical experts (M=3.42). It was also found that there was no significant relationship
between information searching behavior of elite and normal saffron farmers and their performance (r=
-0.08, p= 0.133). Regarding the “lack of attention to the needs of farmers by technical experts” as the
most major problem, South Khorasan Organization of Agricultural Extension is advised to design and
implement relevant training courses based on the information needs of saffron farmers.
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