Manuscript Preparation Guidelines
Saffron Agronomy & Technology Journal
The Saffron Agronomy & Technology Journal accepts the following categories of manuscripts:
· Original Research Articles
· Research Notes / Short Communications
· Review Articles
Manuscripts may be submitted in either Persian or English. All submissions must be prepared in Microsoft Word format (*.doc or *.docx) and formatted in a single-column layout. Tables, figures, and supplementary materials should be embedded within the main manuscript file.
The manuscript should include the following sections:
· Title
· Abstract
· Keywords
· Introduction
· Materials and Methods
· Results and Discussion
· Conclusion
· Author Contributions
· Funding Sources
· Acknowledgments
· References
For manuscripts submitted in Persian, an extended English abstract is required.
Authors are responsible for ensuring that English-language manuscripts are written in clear and grammatically correct English. Either American or British English may be used consistently throughout the manuscript.


Abstract
The abstract should provide a concise summary of the objectives, methodology, principal findings, and significance of the study.
· Maximum length: 300 words
· Written as a single paragraph
· Free from references, tables, figures, and unexplained abbreviations
· Capable of standing alone without reference to the full text
Keywords
Provide three to five keywords that:
· Reflect the main topics of the manuscript
· Are arranged alphabetically
· Are separated by commas
· Do not duplicate words already appearing in the title
· Avoid abbreviations whenever possible

Introduction
The introduction should:
· Present the scientific background of the study
· Review relevant literature
· Identify existing knowledge gaps
· Clearly state the objectives and significance of the research
The final paragraph should explicitly state the research objectives and hypotheses, where applicable.
Materials and Methods
This section should provide sufficient detail to allow replication of the study.
It should include, where appropriate:
· Experimental materials
· Study area and location
· Experimental design
· Sampling procedures
· Laboratory and analytical methods
· Statistical analyses
Previously published methods should be cited appropriately. The section should be written primarily in the past tense.

Results and Discussion
The Results and Discussion section should present the findings clearly and interpret them in relation to existing knowledge.
Authors should:
· Present data concisely
· Use tables and figures where appropriate
· Avoid duplication of data in both tables and figures
· Compare findings with previous studies
· Discuss scientific and practical implications
· Address limitations where relevant
· Explain the contribution of the study to saffron science, agronomy, technology, or related disciplines
International System of Units (SI) must be used throughout the manuscript.

Tables
Tables should:
· Be editable (not images)
· Be numbered consecutively (Table 1, Table 2, etc.)
· Be embedded in the manuscript near their first citation
· Include concise and informative captions
· Be understandable without referring to the main text
· Avoid unnecessary vertical and horizontal lines
Footnotes should be identified using superscript letters.

Figures
Figures should:
· Be of high quality and publication-ready
· Be embedded within the manuscript
· Be numbered consecutively (Fig. 1, Fig. 2, etc.)
· Include clear captions placed below the figure
· Be understandable without referring to the text
Do not submit figures as separate files unless specifically requested by the Editorial Office.

Conclusion
The conclusion should:
· Summarize the principal findings
· Highlight the novelty and significance of the research
· Present practical applications where appropriate
· Discuss limitations of the study
· Provide recommendations for future research
No new results or references should be introduced in this section.

Funding Sources
All sources of financial support must be disclosed.
Authors should identify:
· Funding agencies
· Grant numbers
· The role of funders in the study
If no external funding was received, include the following statement:
"This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors."

Acknowledgments
Individuals, institutions, laboratories, or organizations that contributed to the research but do not meet authorship criteria should be acknowledged in this section.

Abbreviations
All abbreviations must be defined at first mention in the text.
Abbreviations should be avoided in the title and abstract whenever possible.

References
References must follow the latest edition of the APA citation style.
Authors should ensure that:
· All references cited in the text appear in the reference list.
· All references listed are cited within the manuscript.
· References are arranged alphabetically.
· Recent and relevant literature is cited whenever possible.
· DOI numbers are included whenever available.
The use of reference management software such as EndNote, Mendeley, or Zotero is strongly encouraged.


Citation and Publication Ethics
Authors should cite only sources that are directly relevant to their work.
The inclusion of unrelated references, excessive self-citations, or references that are not cited in the text is considered inappropriate and may result in editorial rejection.
Only reliable and scientifically credible sources should be used. References from predatory publications, non-scientific websites, or unverifiable sources should be avoided.
All submissions are subject to plagiarism screening and ethical evaluation before entering the peer-review process.
Submission of a manuscript implies agreement with the editorial policies, ethical standards, and publication requirements of the Saffron Agronomy & Technology Journal.

